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Town of Swanzey, New Hampshire 

Conservation Commission Meeting 
Meeting Minutes – March 5, 2018 

 
Note:  Minutes are subject to review, correction, and approval by the Commission. Review, correction, and approval of minutes generally 

occur at the next regularly scheduled meeting of the Commission. 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting of the Swanzey Conservation Commission was called to order by Chair Wally Smith at 4:00 p.m. at 
Town Hall, 620 Old Homestead Highway, Swanzey, NH. Committee Members Present: Chair Smith, Jane Johnson, 
Linda Hunt, Bob Goodrich, Miguel Picanco, Roberta Visser and Beverly Bernard.  
 
ABSENT:  
none 
 
OTHERS PRESENT:  
Jeff Littleton principal ecologist with Moosewood Ecological LLC  
 
MINUTES 

o Minutes of February 5, 2018 were considered. Motion by Hunt to approve the Minutes of February 5, 
2018. There was a second by Goodrich. All were in favor. Motion passed. 

 
PUBLIC INPUT 
The Chair asked for public input and there was none. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Natural Resources Inventory 
Jeff Littleton was present to discuss his work producing a Natural Resources Inventory. Littleton spoke about his 
proposal for Swanzey; first phase would include making maps. He spoke about a community forum, which goal is 
to get buy-in from residents. The community is also invited to participate during Phase 1, so he can learn what 
residents want for their town. There was a discussion about how to make folks aware of the event and encourage 
participation. 
 
Littleton asked for existing documents to help him with his work. Bernard agreed to send him an electronic copy 
of the Aquifer Protection plan and a list of protected properties. 
 
Littleton spoke about mapping vernal pools, which are small bodies of water in the woodlands which provide 
habitats for wood frogs, turtles and other small creatures and which are seasonal. He spoke about mapping 
wetlands and the members were in favor of adding the wetlands to Phase I. He said he uses air photography and 
color technology to determine wetlands. There was a discussion about how Littleton will provide status reports to 
the Commission. Littleton will communicate with Smith as to when it might be appropriate to attend a 
Commission meeting to provide a status report. He will attend the April meeting. Invoices will be sent monthly.  
 

Motion by was made by Picanco to approve the expenditure of $6,500 for a Phase I of Natural Resources 
Inventory by Jeff Littleton, principal ecologist with Moosewood Ecological LLC. There was a second by 
Johnson, and all were in favor. Motion passed. 
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Littleton will provide a contract for the Commission at the April meeting. Smith will then give the proposed 
contract to the Town Administrator for review by legal. 
 
Ballou Restoration Funds 
Smith said he has had no update from Nature Conservancy representative Shea Flanagan at this point. 
 
Woodlots & Wildlife of Swanzey Presentation 
There was a review of plans for Natural Resources Field Specialist Steve Roberge to conduct a presentation open 
to the public on March 20, 2018 at 7:30 p.m. at Whitcomb Hall. Johnson will be doing publicity for the event, 
including news release to the Monadnock Shopper and the Sentinel and will include posters for various locations. 
Hunt will provide coffee and baked goods. Hunt suggested a raffle off a Spring Seed Basket and she will make out 
the raffle application.  
 

Bernard moved to expend $100 for a donation for Steve Roberge and the University of New Hampshire 
(UNH) Extension Service, second by Goodrich, and all were in favor. Motion passed. 

 
Old Richmond Road Wetlands Permit Application 
There was a general review of the plans. The members determined that it is an interesting piece of property and 
we have no further concerns. 
 
Dopeslap LCC Application to Expand the Ashuelot River Campground 
Given the facility is using municipal sewers the members had no concerns. Smith also noted that a Wetlands 
application has been submitted and Barbara Skuly with the Ashuelot River Advisory Committee is copied on the 
application. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
High School Scholarship Award Application Review 
Smith passed out the current application to the members to review over the next month and suggest changes. 
 
Conservation Land Stewardship Monitoring 
Picanco reported some sand dumped at the Muster Field, and he reported no problems to report for Mt. Cresson 
except for some litter. Picanco said he needs to check Honey Hill next. 
 
Canyon Springs/Edon Tap Update 
Smith provided an update. New Hampshire Department of Environmental Services (NH DES) has extended the 
application of the developer to March 31, 2918 to address the issues raised by NH DES. Johnson said she would do 
some research as to what is causing the delays. 
 
Aquifer Protection Master Plan Status 
Smith said the report is to be included in the Master Plan. There was a discussion about having a sub-committee 
to review redundancies and to look for missing pieces in the existing ordinances that can be filled by regulations 
from the aquifer protection plan. Picanco said he would be willing to volunteer for the sub-committee should it be 
formed. 
 
REPORTS 
Draft Wetland Rules Meeting – March 5, 2018 
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Meeting is for proposed changes. Dredge and fill applications would go to Conservation Commissions before going 
to NH DES. 
  
Barry Conservation Camp Info 
The members reviewed a request for a donation to the New Hampshire Wildlife Trust. Johnson suggested we 
table the request for now. All agreed by consensus. 
 
Monadnock Region Energy Forum 
Smith passed out information about the forum and invited members to participate. 
       
ADJOURNMENT 
There was a motion to adjourn by Hunt with a second from Goodrich. All were in favor. Adjournment occurred at 
6:02 p.m. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Beverly Bernard, Recording Secretary 


